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to come before him in audience. Ahem, break every bone in th<
bodv of any messenger that comes to me from the throne-room
Fear not, my men.

[Exeunt. The KING and ministers have been talking whei
PARPAHEIN spoke. Xow they send tzvo ministers to summoj
PARPAHEIN. Tfiey come back hurt and in pain.]

MINISTER. My lord, we took with us some followers, and sum-
moned the prince to appear before you. But he and his drunker
mob attacked and overpowered us. He slew some, put some
between the 'bamboos',1 broke the bones of many, and belabourec
us all. Now he is reeling with drink like a merry-go-round, and is
out in the streets, followed by his drunken slaves.

KING. My brother cares not, loves not his elder brother, suc-
cessor to his father on the throne. He is as King Zayathat.2 His
pride flies forth and will not bow to me. Not content with drinking
and gambling, he now slays the king's messengers. I must punish
this brother of mine, wThose character is crooked, and who is an enemy
to the throne. Strip him of his carriages, houses, fields, attendants,
villages, horses, elephants, swords, spears, weapons, gold umbrellas,
dresses, uniform, and all other property he possesses. Make him a
common attendant in the elephant-stables. Let him be guarded, and
let poverty7 and hardship tame his pride.

[Some ministers go out. They return with PARPAHEIN, hela
roughly by soldiers.]

PARPAHEIN. Aha, aha! What did you say to me, my good fellows?
Am I drunk? Of course I am. It is my very great luck, my merit in
my previous lives, that gives me drink. Even if drink is bad for me,
it is m\T own look-out. I am a man, and I can do, I will do, as
I wish. I feel a prince only when I am drunk. If I am drunk, and
if I misbehave, yrou can turn your eyes awray. . . . Aha, although
my luck is thin at the moment, my wit is deep. I care not for any-
thing, anybody. I think and plot. If I dive, I dive until I hold the
sand at the bottom of the sea. I am a prince of valour. What care
I for you?                                                                               [Exeunt.]

1  An instrument of torture to make criminals confess their deeds.

2  A king in India who killed his father and seized the throne, during the
lifetime of the Buddha,